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Poetry Month 2012 Event Kit

Dear Reader,

April is National Poetry Month, and
what better way to Shelebrate than
with Shel Silverstein?

Every Thing On It, Shel Silverstein’s
first posthumous poetry collection in
the style of A Light in the Attic, Lo
Where the Sidewalk Ends, and At
Falling Up, was published last year.
Critics and readers alike have raved about these

touching and delightful new poems and drawings.

Now we’ve created a host of activities that draw upon both
Every Thing On It and Shel’s past classics. Perfect for use in a
classroom, library, or bookstore, or at home, this kit will bring
children and adults together in a shared love for the works of
the brilliant Shel Silverstein.

SO COME ON IN AND
EXPLORE THE FUN OF POETRY!
HAPPY READING!

HarperCollins Children’s Books
Marketing Department

www.shelsilverstein.com
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Bookplates

It’s easy to write your name in a book so other people know it’s yours,
but sometimes it’s fun to add a personal touch. Ask an adult to help you cut out
these bookplates. Write your name on the line and tape the bookplate inside the
front cover of a book that you own. Now everyone knows the book belongs to you!
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Shel-doku

Using only the letters S, H, E, and L, can you figure out which letter should go where
so that each letter appears only once in every row, column, and box of four squares?

S | L E H | L | E
H L H| S
E L E H
L | S H H| S| E

E S L | E
H | E L H| S
E | H|L |S H|  E | S
S L E

JEL VR T
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Scrambled Egg

Here’s the poem “Not an Egg,” but it looks like some of the words have been
scrambled up! Unscramble the letters so the poem is complete.

NOT AN EGG

With blue and comb of red,
THREATFES

With claws that scrape and
CATSRCH

The Rhymey Bird sits on my head

And for it to hatch.
TS AWI

“It's not an eqgqg,” | but she
RCY

Sets waitin’ for the day

When it will crack, and with a

OHUTS

A baby will tumble out
M O PE

And shake its feathers all about

And flap . .. and fly

YAWA
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Connect the Dots

In “Cinderella,” the prince isn’t quite sure he’ll go after the girl
once he finds what she has left behind. Connect the dots to see why!
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In “Rude Rudy Reese,” “He never said Thank you / And never said Please.”
In Shel Silverstein’s four books of poems, you may have encountered some
other characters with less-than-ideal manners. Can you connect the character
described in each poem to the corresponding illustration?

. VAT

ZolL/y'

Matching Game

1. Pamela Purse yelled, “Ladies first,”
Pushing in front of the ice cream line.
Pamela Purse yelled, “Ladies first,”
Grabbing the ketchup at dinnertime.

2. The spoiled brat broke a bike with her bat,
The spoiled brat told the policeman to scat,
The spoiled brat said her sister was fat,
And sat on her birthday cake ’til it was flat.

3. And if I die before I wake,
I pray the Lord my toys to break.
So none of the other kids can use ’'em. . ..
Amen.

4. Complain, complain is all he did—
I finally had to close the lid.
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Drawing

FRIGHTENED

Reproducible Activity

In “Writesingtelldraw,” the narrator asks you to writesingtelldraw
something for him . . . so now it’s your turn to be an artist like Shel!
Come up with an illustration for this Shel Silverstein poem.
Think about what baby monster Fred might look like.

“There are kids underneath my bed,”
Cried little baby monster Fred.
Momma monster smiled. “Oh, Fred,

There's no such thing as kids,” she said.

www.shelsilverstein.com =i
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Coloring Activity

Shel Silverstein’s black-and-white drawings are simple but so much fun!
They jump off the page and come to life without any fancy colors . . .
but sometimes it’s fun to imagine what crazy colors might be used!

So go on—color in the Giraffe and a Half with all the colors you can think of!
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Pathfinder

Trace a path through the list of five poems from Every Thing On It
without ever picking up your pen. You can move up, down, left, or right,
but you’ll never use a letter again once you’ve already traced through it.

The first one has been done for you!

H | T | F I N——0O0—1G 11
E/ M|O| R |F | S RJ|A
LI N|L | D| W|O|H|E
O/ O|L|R|A|U|C|Y
V| W|E | T|G|N I S
E | W|R I T | E | S| T
T | O | B |U | T)|C|]A]|N

EVERY THING ON IT
THE LOVETOBUTCANTS
YEARS FROM NOW
WRITESINGTELLDRAW

OUCH
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Cross Out and Find Out!

Cross out the letters that appear more than once—
the ones that remain will spell out the title of the poem below!

Just two hours workin' in the candy store

And I don't like candy anymore.
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Did you have fun? Well, here are the answers to our activities!

ANSWERS

SHEL-DOKU SCRAMBLED EGG
st ule slaltle FEATHERS
H|E|L|Ss L|E|H|S SCRATCH
E|H|S|L E|L|S|H WAITS
L|S|E|H H|S|E|L CRY

SHOUT
L|SsS|H|E S| H|L|E
POEM
H| E| s |L E|L|H|S
AWAY
E|H|L|S H| E|S|L
s|L|E|H L|s|E|H

3 &
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Ladies First

ANSWERS

MATCHING GAME

Prayer of the
Selfish Child

Complainin’
Jack

CROSS OUT AND FIND OUT

h S XL h S h o) XZ m IX
) &7 A\ p &7 AN 4 4
H m m I N A o w
L L 4 PO\ J A 4
I N i o ray A o) h ) o n A
” iYX \ 4 AN p 8 J AN

n
A~ o
os}

NEW JOB

I\ z n X m mn Py rJ\
v IN 1 1 1
al o n h dh d m ra) A N
A\ ) &) p 8 A7 Ly
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