Reading Guide

Beezus and Ramona
By Beverly Cleary
ISBN: 9780688210762
Introduction
Beezus Quimby tries very hard to be patient with her little sister, but four-year-old Ramona has the
habit of doing the most unpredictable, annoying, embarrassing things in the world. How many nineyear-old girls have to put up with a silly little sister who hops around in rabbit ears and bakes a rubber
doll into her sister’s birthday cake? Sometimes Beezus doesn’t like Ramona very much, and that makes
her feel very guilty. Sisters are supposed to love each other, but pesky little Ramona just doesn’t seem
very lovable to Beezus.
Discussion Questions
1. Beezus Quimby’s biggest problem is her nursery school-aged sister Ramona. Besides the fact that
Ramona is “just plain exasperating” and always manages to get her own way, there are lots of times when Beezua just doesn’t find
her very lovable. Why do you think older sisters and brothers make this sort of complaint? What criticism do younger siblings make
in response?
2. When Ramona writes her name in a library book, the librarian says the book belongs to Ramona once the fine for the damage has
been paid. To Beezus this doesn’t quite seem fair. What alternative solution does Miss Evans, the librarian, come up with? Do you
think it is a good idea?
3. Compared to Ramona, who has too much imagination, Beezus sometimes feels like she has none at all. But one afternoon in art
class, Beezus finds the inspiration to get rid of Ramona and to paint her best picture yet! And it is fun! What has Beezus learned
about herself from this experience?
4. When Ramona misbehaves by taking a single bit out of a number of apples and tossing the rest onto the floor, Aunt Bea
suggests that Beezus and her parents say nothing about it. Why? What is Ramona’s reaction to not being scolded?
5. Ramona invites a lot of children to a party without asking her mother’s permission, explaining later, “When I ask you won’t let me
do things.” What do you think of this reason for not asking permission? What do you think of the party that Mrs. Quimby and
Beezus improvise?
6. At her birthday dinner Beezus tells Ramona, “You can’t have jelly on your mashed potatoes because you aren’t supposed to.” Of
course, Beezus is right, but isn’t this also an example of the difference between Beezus and Ramona, between being older and
being younger? What are some arguments for and against the idea that “there are some things we don’t do, because we aren’t
supposed to?”
7. Beezus discovers that as girls, her mother and Aunt Bea had a relationship much like hers and Ramona’s—and that wonderful
Aunt Beatrice used to be every bit as awful as Ramona! Do you ever try to imagine your parents or your aunts and uncles as
children? Is it hard or easy? How do you think they were like you or different from you?
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