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Introduction
The co-host of ESPN’s Mike and Mike follows up his New York Times ||
bestseller All You Could Ask For with this poignant story of one man’s
search to understand himself, his marriage, and his father.

Mike Greenberg

New York Times Bestselling Author

Questions for Discussion

1.

In the opening scene of MY FATHER’S WIVES, the author/narrator uses a popular
analogy to describe a life-changing experience: “I've been struck by lightning several
times.... None of them was my wife, by the way. You don’t marry the girl who strikes
you like lightning, because that doesn’t last forever and you never know what you
might be left with when it wears away.” Are you the type who commits to “lightning”
in relationships? What do you think it adds to the experience? Takes away?

The setup of MY FATHER'S WIVES contains a theme often explored in books, movies,
music, art: infidelity. On a surprise visit home from work, the narrator, Jonathan
Sweetwater, catches --- or thinks he catches --- his wife in the act. How does this
book compare with other works exploring affairs? What does the author, Mike
Greenberg, do stylistically and structurally to set it apart?

MY FATHER'S WIVES is a book written by a man and is told from the perspective of a
male protagonist. How do you think the novel would be different if the author was
female? The protagonist, a woman, and the situation, reversed?

When thinking about whether to approach his wife about her supposed infidelity,
Jonathan remembers something she said to him before they were married about the
two types of people in life: “There are those you lie to and those you lie with. At the
end of the day, that’s the most important distinction you can make.” Do you think
that’s true? What does it say about Claire’s character that she thinks that’s the most
important distinction between people? Do you think it's more honorable to lie to
someone or with them, or are both equally bad?

Let’s say your partner is having an affair. Would you rather find out like Jonathan did
or be blissfully unaware? Or do you think “open” relationships, where both partners
are free to see other people but remain first and foremost committed to each other,
are acceptable and doable?
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6.

10.

11.

12.

13.

If you found out a friend’s partner was having an affair and you knew it would be a
devastating revelation, would you tell your friend? Confront the cheating
husband/wife first? Remain silent?

MY FATHER'S WIVES is told over the course of a week and a half, broken down by
each day of the week. Do you think this type of structure fits the context of the
story? How do you think the novel might be different if it had stretched over a series
of months? Years?

After catching his wife with another man, Jonathan makes a split decision not to say
anything to her about what he thought he witnessed. Instead, he hires a private
investigator. Why do you think he made that choice instead of addressing the issue
honestly up front? If you were in his shoes, what would you have done?

MY FATHER'S WIVES is a book about trust and what happens when people we love
are unfaithful. It's also about a boy coming to terms with his father’s legacy in hopes
of better understanding himself. How do you think the two threads are related? Does
the author do a good job interlinking the disparate storylines?

One of Percy Sweetwater’s famous sayings as a Senator was that people are the sum
total of the decisions they make. If that were the case, what type of person would
that make Jonathan? Claire? Percy? Do you think you're the sum total of the
decisions you have made in your life? How does that affect your decision making
day-to-day?

Jonathan’s mother tells him that “the key to life is learning to put up with the
imperfections. If you expect your life to be perfect, you will always be disappointed.
If you expect yourself to be perfect, you will never be satisfied. And if you expect
others to be perfect, you will always be alone.” But doesn’t society tell us we should
strive to be perfect? Post perfect family photos on Facebook? Get perfect grades?
Meet the perfect partner and have the perfect wedding? Be the envy of others? What
do you make of this dichotomy? Do you think putting up with imperfections means
Jonathan should put up with his wife’s infidelity?

Jonathan’s character is the most clearly developed in the novel because the plot
revolves around his thoughts, emotions and journey. What about the other
characters? Were you able to get a full sense of who they were and their relationship
with Jonathan, or did they seem like stock characters? Why or why not?

From the beginning, Greenberg leads the reader to believe that Claire is, in fact,
having an affair. But towards the end of the novel, he introduces evidence to suggest
that it may have been her close friend and look-alike, Betsy, instead. Do you think
the twist in the narrative was effective? Who do you think was having the affair,
Claire or Betsy, and what proof do you have to support your claim?
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14.

15.

16.

Most of the characters in MY FATHER’S WIVES are extremely wealthy. What role
does money play in the narrative, and did its presence (and abundance) make you
more or less interested in the story? How might the book be different if the
characters were regular, working class people?

At the end of the novel, Jonathan decides not to find out what the private
investigator has uncovered. Do you think this is consistent with a choice his
character would’ve made? Does it serve as a fitting ending to the book? Why or why
not?

In addition to writing novels, author Mike Greenberg is the co-host of ESPN’s “Mike
and Mike,” the highest-rated sports talk program in the United States. Did that
influence your decision to read the book? How do you think his “day job” influences
his writing?



